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| 5 Publication practices/responsible authorship
im T4 4> Peer review
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Responsible Conduct of
Research

Responsible ¢ onduct of research (RCR) int ncludes most of the pr rofessional activitie s that are part and parcel of @

rch career. As defines ed by federal al agencies, RCR encompas: s the following nine

- Collaborative Science

Collaborative S¢I=12=

Collaborations tkepl ce in

variety of forms. including the borr: rrowing and Jel ending of su upplies, resou s and
searchers; seeking i input from an ex| pertina a different dis: iscipline; and pai artnerin: gwlh
similar backgrou und or field of kno' owledge for fres! sh ideas and al abilitie:

equipment between 1
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- Confiicts of Interest and Commitments
Conflicts of interests of commitments are noet inherently negative; rather, the way in which the conflictis

managed is important.
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Science Journal Pulls 60 Papers in Peer-Review Frau

@006€

By HENRY FOUNTAIN JULY 10, 2014

A scientific journal has retracted 60 papers linked to @ researcher in Taiwarn,
aecusing him of “perverting the peer-review process” by creating fraudulent
online accounts 1@ judge the papers favorably and help get them published.
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Sage Publications, publisher of The Journal of Wibration and Contral, in
which the papers appeared over the last four years, said the researcher,
Chen-Yuan Chen, had established a “peer-raview and citation ring”
consisting of fake scientists a8 well as real ones whose identities he had
assurmned. It said that in at lzast one case, fir. Chen, whe also uses the first

narne Peter, raviewed his own pApeT using one of the aliases.

AREMBEATE BFERX
3j 4B 4 o 4 e
VCHIBAREEP R ( Nayfeh ) =5 7/152 IR 8 MRSR

ZiE EHHE . w3
) BE— B RIELIRERE R
H@mE s - & — B KIELIREE HER R

Tn all, Mr. Chen, an associate professor of computer science who resigned in
February from the National Pingtung Unjversity of Education amid an

investigation, appears to have created 130 arnail accounts {hat were used in

reviewing the papers. A spokesyrornan for the publisher said it had contactad

41l the accounts but received no replies.

Sage said that tha retracted papers all had at least one author or reviewer

implicated in the ring, and that it was possible that other scientists were
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involved in the activity.

Chen Chien-huang, the university’s chief secretary, said by email on Friday
rnorning that the university is still looking into the case. “We are continuing
to investigate according o the materials just publicized by VC,) he wrote.

«ipfhether there are other professors involved is still under investigation.” He

said the university did not know Chen-Yuan Chen’s wrhereabouts.




PEER-REVIEW RING

Moon's case is by no means the most spectacu-
lar instance of peer-review rigging in recent
years. That honour goes to a case that came
to light in May 2013, when Ali Mayfeh, then
editor-in-chief of the Journal of Vibration
and Control, recelved some troubling news.
An author who had submitted a paper to
the journal told Nayfeh that he had received
e-mails about it from two people claiming to
be reviewers. Reviewers do not normally have
direct contact with authors, and — strangely —
the e-mails came from generic-looking Gmail
accounts rather than from the professional
institutional accounts that many academics
use (see ‘Red flags in review).

MNayfeh alerted SAGE, the company in
Thousand Oaks, California, that publishes
the journal. The editors there e-mailed both
the Gmail addresses provided by the tipster,
and the institutional addresses of the authors
whose names had been used, asking for proof
of identity and alist of their publications. One

track every paper that the person or people
behind these accounts had allegedly written
or reviewed, says SAGE spokesperson Cami
Gamboa. They also ch ing
of author-nominated
reviewers, reference lists and the turnaround
time for reviews (in some cases, only a few
minutes). This helped the investigators to fer-
ret out further suspicious-looking accounts;
they eventually found 130.

As they worked through the list, SAGE
investigators realized that authors were both
reviewing and citing each other at an anoma-
lous rate. Eventually, 60 articles were found
to have evidence of peer-review tampering,
involvement in the citation ring or both.
“Due to the serious nature of the findings,
we wanted to ensure we had researched all
avenues as carefully as possible before con-
tacting any of the authors and reviewers,” says
Gamboa.

When the dust had settled, it turned out
that there was one author in the centre of
the ring: Peter Chen, an engineer then at the

Reuters in Charlottesville, Vir-
that ScholarOne is a respected peer-
lew system and that it is the responsibility
of journals and their editorial teams to invite
properly qualified reviewers for their papers.

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) owns a few
journals that use ScholarOne, but Nature itself
and Nafure-branded journals use different soft-
ware, developed by eJournalPress of Rockville,
Maryland. Véronique Kiermer, Nafure's execu-
tive editor and director of author and reviewer
services for NPG in New York City, says that
NPG does not seem to have been the victim of
any such peer-review-rigging schemes.

But ScholarOne is not the only publishing
system with vulnerabilities. Editorial Man-
ager, built by Aries Systems in North Andover,
Massachusetts, is used by many societies and
publishers, including Springer and PLOS. The
American Association for the Advancement
of Science in Washington DC uses a system
developed in-house for its journals Science,
Science Translational Medicine and Science
Signaling, but its open-access offering, Science

27 NOVEMBER 2014 | VOL 515 | NATURE | 481

© 2014 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved
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